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Program Agenda 
 

Thursday, April 30 

8:00 - 9:00 a.m. 
Networking Breakfast 

 

9:00 - 9:30 a.m. 
Welcome and a Brief History of Alexandria, VA 

The Honorable Justin Wilson, Mayor, City of Alexandria, VA  
Daniel Lee, Ph.D., City Historian, Office of Historic Alexandria 
 

We are honored that The Honorable Justin Wilson, Mayor of the City of Alexan-
dria will open the WWEMA 47th Washington Forum with a welcome to at-
tendees and an overview of the current city and its many attractions. Daniel Lee, 
the City Historian, will provide a brief overview of the rich history of Alexan-
dria, VA which began with the first European settlement in 1695. Once a signifi-
cant port, in 1801 much of Alexandria was swept into the new District of Co-
lumbia by George Washington but later returned to Virginia. The first fatalities 
of the Civil War occurred in Alexandria. At the turn of the century, the most 
common production in the city was glass, fertilizer, beer, and leather. We will 
learn much more about this interesting and historic city.  
 

9:30 - 10:30 a.m. 
The Economic Outlook 

Ken Simonson, Chief Economist 
The Associated General Contractors of America 
 

There is some uncertainty facing contractors and other businesses heading into 
2020. The unemployment rate remains low, posing a continued challenge to 
finding qualified workers and driving up wages. While various measures indi-
cate solid current activity, full backlogs, and a robust pipeline of projects to bid 
on in the nonresidential construction markets, the outlook for retail construction 
remains grim. Ken will discuss many of these issues and more as he shares his 
economic outlook for 2020. 

 

10:30 - 11:00 a.m. 
Break 

 

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 
Priorities of the Water Research Foundation and Discussion 

of a New Report Water Utility Partnerships: 
Resource Guide and Toolbox  

Christobel Furgeson, Chief Information Officer 
The Water Research Foundation 
 
The Water Research Foundation is now the consolidated research organ-
ization for the water sector. As such, it has a large portfolio of projects 
that cross all water areas including drinking water, wastewater, storm-
water, and water reuse. Critical projects in the pipeline will be discussed 
as well as a recently completed report titled Water Utility Partnerships: 
Resource Guide and Toolbox. This report, co-sponsored by AWWA and 
NACWA, provides direction on developing utility partnerships to ad-
dress challenges such as water supply reliability, water quality, and wa-
ter costs. It encourages utilities to form partnerships to achieve greater 
technical, managerial, and financial capacity while working to maintain 
regulatory compliance. 
 

12:00 noon - 1:30 p.m. 
Networking Lunch 

WWEMA 47th WASHINGTON FORUM 
Schedule of Events 

 

Wednesday, April 29 
 

11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m 
Registration and Networking Center 
 

10:00 - 11:30 a.m. 
Executive Committee Meeting 
 

12:00 noon - 1:00 p.m. 
Lunch on Own 
 

1:00 - 2:30 p.m.  
Marketing & Member Services Committee Meeting (Members 
Only) 
 

2:30 - 3:30 p.m.  
New Members & First Time Attendees Meet and Greet 
(Invited Guests) 
 

3:30 - 5:00 p.m. 
Legislative/Regulatory Committee Meeting (All Attendees) 
 

5:30 - 7:00 p.m.  
Welcome Reception (All Attendees) 
 

Thursday, April 30 
 

7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Registration and Networking Center 
 

8:00 - 9:00 a.m.  
Networking Breakfast (All Attendees) 
 

8:00 - 9:00 a.m.  
Manufacturer Rep. Council Breakfast Meeting 
(Manufacturer Rep. Members) 
 

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 
General Session 
 

12:00 noon - 1:30 p.m. 
Networking Lunch 
 

1:30 - 4:30 p.m.  
General Session 
 

5:00 - 6:30 p.m.  
Networking Reception 
 

Friday, May 1 
 

7:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon 
Registration and Networking Center 
 

8:00 - 9:00 a.m.  
Networking Breakfast 
 

9:00 - 11:30 a.m. 
General Session 
 

11:30 a.m. 
Meeting Adjorns 
 

12:00 noon - 3:00 p.m. 
Board of Directors Lunch and Meeting 



10:30 - 11:30 a.m. 
The U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) –  

What Will it Mean for U.S. Manufacturers? 
Ian Saunders, Deputy Assistant Secretary for the Western Hemi-
sphere, U.S. Department of Commerce  
Birgit Matthiesen, Director, North American Manufacturing,  
Arent Fox LLP 
Chuck Chaitovitz, Vice President, Environmental Affairs and Sustain-
ability, U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
 
The U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) was signed into law 
by the President on January 29, 2020. Already ratified by Mexico, 
and soon to be ratified by Canada, the “new NAFTA” is expected to 
come into force as early as June or July 2020. The three countries will 
soon be meeting to draft the critical underlying regulations to imple-
ment the provisions of the USMCA. These “uniform regulations” will 
be very important to WWEMA members as they will spell out the 
“how” and “when” of the rule changes. This panel presentation will 
provide insights into the many changes in the trade agreement and 
impacts on business and explore opportunities to develop best practic-
es as well as ease market entry and bolster exports for U.S. technolo-
gy companies along the U.S.-Mexico border being spearheaded by the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce.  
 

11:30 a.m. 
Closing Comments and Ajournment 

Vince Baldasare, Sales Manager, Gorman-Rupp Company 
2020 WWEMA Washington Forum Chair 

 
12:00 noon - 3:00 p.m. 

Board of Directors Lunch and Meeting 

WWEMA 47th WASHINGTON FORUM 

Curious about Old Town Alexandria, VA?  

Rated #3 Most Liked Small City by Condé Nast. Watch a video featuring Old Town 

Alexandria HERE. 

Old Town Alexandria, Virginia, is 
the historic city, just across the 
Potomac River, from our nation's 
capital, drawing travelers and 
business professionals alike. Stroll 
the red brick sidewalks, clocking 
street after street of perfectly pre-
served rowhouses from the 18th 
and 19th centuries. Visit King 
Street packed with boutiques, 
restaurants, and specialty shops, 
then stroll to the waterfront, where 
you can watch the boats and water 
taxis and also stop in and tour the 

Torpedo Factory Art Center, a collective of galleries and artists' studios. If you want to 
see actors performing in colonial grab stop by Gadsby's Tavern, a fun spot where 

some of our founding fathers used to drink. 

1:30 - 2:30 p.m. 
Priorities and Outlook for EPA in 2020 and Beyond  

Andrew Sawyers, Ph.D., Director 
U.S. EPA Office of Wastewater Management 
Jennifer McLain, Ph.D., Director 
U.S. EPA Office of Ground Water and Drinking Water 
Deborah Nagle, Director 
U.S. EPA Office of Science and Technology 
Jeff Lape, National Program Leader for Water Reuse 
U.S. EPA Office of Water 

 
Our panel of U.S. EPA Office Directors and leaders will provide 
insights on the priorities of each of their offices and the regulatory 
and policy issues they are tackling in 2020 and beyond. Lead, PFAS/
PFOA, perchlorate, nutrients, harmful algal blooms, peak wet 
weather flows, biosolids, water quality standards, affordability, in-
frastructure, and other issues continue to dominate the headlines. 
Water reuse is also a significant priority for the Office of Water and 
we will hear about efforts underway to implement the new Water 
Reuse Action Plan with support and contributions from water sector 
stakeholders. They will share information on these and other issues 
that will frame the Agency’s regulatory agenda. 
 

2:30 - 3:00 p.m. 
Break 

 
3:00 - 4:30 p.m. 

(TBA) 
(Speakers to be announced) 

 
5:00 - 6:30 p.m. 

Networking Reception 
 

Friday, May 1 

8:00 - 9:00 a.m. 
Networking Breakfast 

 
9:00 - 10:00 a.m. 

It’s an Election Year – What Does that Mean for  
Politics and Infrastructure?  

Rich Galen, Chairman, Barrington Worldwide 
 

It’s an election year and anything goes. Rich will bring his keen wit 
and political insights to discussion on trade, infrastructure, and the 
election process as we delve into what the candidates are saying 
about issues like infrastructure, what the current Administration and 
Congress are doing to shore up their constituency support, what the 
impacts may be on business, and what it all might mean at the ballot 
box in November. 

 
10:00 - 10:30 a.m. 

Break 

https://youtu.be/NhdIx2ee1ZI
http://torpedofactory.org/
https://www.alexandriava.gov/GadsbysTavern


WWEMA 47th WASHINGTON FORUM 
Antitrust Policy 

 

The Water and Wastewater Equipment Manufacturers Association (WWEMA) 
is a trade association whose purpose is to promote the common interest of its 
members and the water and wastewater industry at large, when such interests 
do not conflict with the common good. WWEMA is not intended to become 
involved, and it will not become involved, in the competitive decisions of its 
member companies; nor will it take action that would tend to restrain competi-
tion in the water and wastewater equipment industry. 
 

Nevertheless, it is recognized by the Board of Directors of WWEMA that its 
activities could be regarded by some as a forum of opportunity to promote anti
-competitive conduct. For this reason, the Board of Directors has taken this 
occasion, through this Statement of Policy, to make clear its unequivocal 
support for the policy of competition served by the antitrust laws, as well as its 
uncompromising intent to comply strictly in all respects with those laws. 
 

To that end, the following will not be discussed at meetings: 
 

• Current or future prices 

• What constitutes a “fair” profit level 

• Possible increases or decreases in prices 

• Standardization or stabilization of prices 

• Pricing procedures 

• Cash discounts 

• Credit terms 

• Control of sales 

• Allocations of markets or geographical division of markets 

• Refusal to deal with a corporation because of its pricing or distribution 
 practices 

• Whether or not the pricing practices of any industry member are 
 unethical or constitute an unfair trade practice 

• Plans to bid or refrain from bidding or submit pricing to bidders on  
 future public projects 
 

Compliance with these guidelines involves not only avoidance of antitrust 
violation, but avoidance of any behavior which might be considered improper. 
Antitrust laws are complex and far reaching. This statement is not a complete 
summary of all applicable laws. It is intended to highlight and emphasize cer-
tain basic precautions designed to avoid antitrust problems. In case of doubt, 
seek the guidance of staff, management, or the organization’s counsel or your 
own corporate counsel should antitrust questions arise. 

Thank You to 
Our  

Gold Sponsor! 
 

 

Thank You to Our Bronze Sponsor! Thank You to Our Platinum Sponsor! 

Thank You to Our Platinum Sponsor! 

 

Thank You to Our Bronze Sponsor! 

 

Sponsorships Available 
WWEMA offers an opportunity to contribute sponsorships to help create a 
dynamic and successful Washington Forum. Platinum, Gold, Silver, and 
Bronze sponsorship are available. Sponsors receive recognition on our web-
site, in promotional materials, through social media platforms, during the 

HOTEL and MEETING REGISTRATION  
 

HOTEL INFORMATION 
The 47th Washington Forum will be held  
April 29—May 1, 2020, at The Alexandrian,  
480 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.  
 

HOTEL ROOM RESERVATIONS: 
The hotel is currently accepting sleeping room 

reservations. The cut-off date is April 6, 2020. 

The room rate is $259 per night plus tax. To make your reservation, call 

(703) 549-6080 and reference the WWEMA Washington Forum 2020 or 

book online at WWEMA 47th Washington Forum 
 

MEETING REGISTRATION:  

Online event registration can be found at: https://cvent.me/VNmr00. If you 

would like to register off-line, please print, complete, and return the PDF 

registration form on page 3, or click HERE. 

 

Please note after the first company registrant, the registration fee is dis-

counted up to $200 for each additional attendee from your company. Also 

as part of WWEMA's outreach initiative, every young professional or new 

entrant from your company can attend at a discounted rate of $475 with a 

full paying registrant. 
 

AIRPORT TRANSIT:  

Complimentary Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport (DCA) shuttle 

service leaves the hotel at the top of every hour from 7 a.m. – 10 p.m. up-

on request. Please call the hotel after landing and obtaining your luggage 

to request the shuttle. The hotel is about 15 – 20 minutes away from the 

DCA Airport, approximately 3.3 miles. Pickup Locations: Terminal A – Out-

side Terminal and Terminals B and C – Door 3 Upper Level. 
 

Cabs and Ubers are also available. The cost is about $25. 
 

The next closest airport is Washington Dulles (IAD), approximately 35 miles 

and about 1 hour from the hotel. Cabs and Ubers are available. The cost is 

about $85. 

https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1566315207917&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://cvent.me/VNmr00
https://wwema.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/FINAL_2020-WF-Early-Bird-Registration-Form_12182019.pdf


Full Name: Name for Badge: 

Title: 

Company: 

Street Address: 

City: State: Zip Code: 

Phone: Email: 

Quantity Amount 2. REGISTRATION FEE / Please indicate quantity and amount    

WWEMA Member-First Registrant (on or before March 23, 2020) $775     

WWEMA Member-First Registrant (after March 23, 2020) $875   

WWEMA Member-Additional Registrant $675     

WWEMA Member-Young Professional/New Entrant Registrant* $475     

Gold Card Recipient Registrant (requires code)** COMP     

WWEMA Spouse/Guest $200   

Non-member Registrant*** $1,250     

3. SPONSORSHIPS / Please check one and indicate quantity and amount Quantity Amount 

 Platinum ($1,500)  Gold ($1,000)  Silver ($750)  Bronze ($500)     

         Total Amount Due      

4. PAYMENT INFORMATION / Please check payment method box and complete credit card billing information if applicable 

 Check (enclosed)  MasterCard  Visa  Amex 

Name on Card: 

Security ID: Card Number:   

Expires: 

Billing Address for Card: 

 5. OPTIONS TO SUBMIT FORM 
• Complete form and mail with payment to: WWEMA, 540 Fort Evans Road, Suite 304, Leesburg, VA 

20176-3379 

• Scan completed form and send via Email to: susi@WWEMA.org 

• Register online at https://wwema.org/washington-forum/ 
 

CANCELLATION POLICY:  
A full refund of all Washington Forum registration fees (less an $85 processing fee) will be issued on all 
cancellations received by April 6, 2020. Thereafter, a 50% refund (less an $85 processing fee) will be 
issued on cancellations received by April 17, 2020. No refund will be issued for cancellations made after 
April 17, 2020. 

540 Fort Evans Road, Suite 304 
Leesburg, VA 20176-3379 

www.wwema.org 

Please make copies of this form for additional registrants  

 1. CONTACT INFORMATION / Please complete information 

WWEMA 47TH WASHINGTON FORUM REGISTRATION 
April 29—May 1, 2020, The Alexandrian, Alexandria, VA 22314 

ELIGIBILITY POLICIES: 
 *    Young Professional/New Entrant discount is available for a Young Professional/New Entrant for a company as long as at least one 

person registers as a Full Registrant. A Young Professional/New Entrant is defined as an individual with less than 5 years of  experi-
ence in the water industry. 

 **  Gold Card Recipient: Individuals who have received a Gold Card should contact WWEMA at (703) 444-1777 or Vanessa Leiby at 
vanessa@wwema.org to receive the required code. 

 ***Non-member attendance at the Washington Forum is available to non-members one-time only. If you or someone from your      
company has attended the Washington Forum previously, you must join WWEMA to be eligible to register. For membership infor-
mation please call (703) 444-1777 or go to www.wwema.org. 

http://www.wwema.org

