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The WWEMA Finance & Contract Administra on (F&CA) Mee ng is a must-
a end event for professionals who engage in contract management or have 
financial oversight within their organiza on. This interac ve and engaging 
mee ng will offer a endees an opportunity to learn from experts who will cov‐
er a range of issues from key aspects of contract li ga on, overview of the 
Clean Water Act, Buy America requirements, basics of contracts from a design 
professional and more.  

, J  17 
3:00 — 3:15 p.m. 

Welcome & Introduc ons  
Claudio Ternieden, Execu ve Director, WWEMA 

 
 

3:15 — 4:00 p.m. 
Procurement Process of the MWRDGC 

Keynote Speaker, Lisa Kursell, Engineer of Treatment Plant Opera ons,  
Metropolitan Water Reclama on District of Chicago 

 

The presentation will offer insight into the procurement process of the Metro‐
politan Water Reclamation District of Chicago, with concentration on equipment 
and facilities modifications. 
 

4:00 — 5:00 p.m. 
Key Aspects of Contract Li ga on 

Alexander Bandza, Partner, Barnes & Thornburg 
 

Embark on a whirlwind tour through contract law and contract litigation to un‐
derstand best practices in day-to-day contract management.  Hear some of the 
pitfalls and “classic” areas of fighting in litigation to gain insight in up-front dis‐
cussions and points to consider help to avoid litigation.  Learn how these tech‐
niques and points can best position you, your client/company, and your compa‐
ny’s counsel if litigation does arise months or years down the line. 
 
 

5:00 — 7:00 p.m. 
WWEMA Networking Recep on 

Sponsored by Barnes & Thornburg 
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TUESDAY, J  18 
 

8:00 — 9:00 a.m.  
Networking Breakfast 

 
9:00 — 10:00 a.m. 

Key Elements of Contracts for Equipment in Water and Wastewater 
Keynote Speaker, Zachary Jones, ACEC, EJCDC Counsel 

 

The discussion will cover the essen al terms in purchase orders and procure‐
ment contracts (such as, for example, the EJCDC P520) that tend to have the 
most to impact suppliers to construc on projects. The conversa on will encom‐
pass cri cal areas such as flowdown clauses, which ensure consist risk alloca on 
amongst ers; warran es, which provide end-users assurances of quality and 
performance; indemnity clauses, which allocate risk other than business perfor‐
mance (typically); and various damage-related clauses, including waivers of con‐
sequen al damages, liquidated damages, and no damages for delay clauses. By 
understanding these terms, suppliers can be er posi on themselves to compete 
for infrastructure procurements, protect their interests, and foster successful 
project outcomes.  

 
10:00 — 11:00 a.m. 

Overview of the Clean Water Act 
Erika Powers, Partner, Barnes & Thornburg 

 

Gain a basic understanding of the purposes of the Clean Water Act and sup‐
por ng regula ons.  This will include an overview of the statutory and regulato‐
ry structure, how effluent limita ons are established, how the NPDES permi ng 
process works, and how states and U.S. EPA enforce the Act. You will also learn 
basic strategies for naviga ng permit and enforcement nego a ons with regula‐
tory agencies.  

 
11:00 a.m. — 12:00 noon 

Overview and Discussion on Build America, Buy America (BABA),   
Impact on Contracts and Compliance 

Tim Connor, Senior Chemical Engineer, U.S. EPA Office of Wastewater  
Management, Water Infrastructure Division 

 

Hear from the prac oner perspec ve on domes c preference requirements as 
the presenta on will cover efforts EPA undertakes to ensure recipients of feder‐
al financial assistance understand the domes c requirements and the measures 
that Office of Water (OW) programs take to clearly convey these requirements 
to all stakeholders. They will address contract language required, the efforts 
projects take to ensure contractors and suppliers have awareness of the require‐
ments, and the measures EPA uses for encouraging posi ve compliance. 
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TUESDAY, J  18 
 

12:00 noon — 1:00 p.m. 
Networking Lunch 

 

1:00 — 2:00 p.m. 
Basics of Contracts from a Design Professional Perspec ve 

Mark Blankenship, CPCU, AIC, LEED AP, Director of Risk Management,  
WTW A&E 

Gain a comprehensive understanding of contract fundamentals from the perspec‐
tive of design professionals in this insightful presentation. Delve into key concepts, 
considerations, and best practices essential for navigating contract agreements 
effectively in the realm of design. 

 
2:00 — 2:30 p.m. 

Networking Break 
 

2:30 — 4:00 p.m. 
Contracts Step by Step and How Does Insurance Apply and Implica ons—What 

is Available Today in Terms of Addi onal Insured Coverage  
(Panel Discussion) 

Mark Blankenship, CPCU, AIC, LEED AP,  Director of Risk Management,  
WTW A&E 

Zachary Jones, ACEC, EJCDC Counsel 

Join the panel as they explore the intricacies of contracts step by step and unravel 
the nuances of insurance application in this informative presentation. Delve into 
the implications and current options for additional insured coverage, gaining valu‐
able insights into protecting your interest and mitigating risks effectively. 

Thank you for attending the WWEMA F&CA Meeting! 

The voice of water and wastewater technology providers since 1908 

540 Fort Evans Rd NE 
Leesburg, VA  20176 
Phone: (703) 444-1777 


