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SPEAKER BIOS

Frederic P. Andes, Partner, Barnes & Thornburg LLP

Fred Andes is a partner in the Chicago and Washington, DC offices of Barnes & Thornburg LLP.
He is the leader of the firm's Water Team. He advises trade associations, municipalities, and in-
dustries on TMDLs, water quality standards, discharge permits, and other water quality regulato-
ry, compliance and enforcement matters on the state and federal levels. He is the coordinator of
the Federal Water Quality Coalition, which is a broad-based group of regulated parties that par-
~ | ticipates in EPA rulemakings concerning Clean Water Act programs. Also, he helps manage the
| activities of the PFAS Regulatory Coalition.

Mr. Andes graduated cum laude from Harvard Law School in 1980, and obtained his undergradu-
ate degree from Northwestern University in 1977. Mr. Andes is a member of the Illinois State, Dis-
trict of Columbia, and American Bar Associations. He is admitted to practice in the state of Illinois,
the District of Columbia, the U.S. District Courts for the Northern District of Illinois, the Northern
District of Indiana, and the District of Columbia, and the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the First, Sec-
ond, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh, and D.C. Circuits.

Alexander Bandza, Esq., Partner, Barnes & Thornburg LLP

Alex Bandza is a partner in the Illinois offices of Barnes & Thornburg. He is vice chair of mem-
bership, former chair and former vice chair of electronic communications for the American Bar
Association Section of Environment, Energy and Resources’ Constitutional Law Committee and
vice chair of membership for the ABA Section of Environment, Energy and Resources’ Science
and Technology Committee. Alex defends toxic tort and wrongful death claims arising out of al-
leged environmental and workplace exposures; CERCLA, RCRA and common law claims arising
out of alleged environmental contamination; and OSHA citation and enforcement actions arising
out of alleged workplace harms or exposures.

He also counsels clients in evaluating and responding to alleged environmental misconduct in
federal criminal investigations. Additionally, Alex has significant experience before the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), including several matters under the Federal Power Act
specific to renewable energy, distributed generation, energy efficiency, reactive power, and ener-
gy transmission. He also advises on the energy regulatory-related aspects of corporate transactions, especially in the
private equity space. Alex earned his J.D. from the University of California, Berkeley School of Law and his B.A. in eco-
nomics and interdisciplinary honors in environmental science, technology and policy from Stanford University.

Thomas Decker, Owner, Thomas E. Decker Consulting, LLC

: Tom Decker heads up ingeniously named Thomas E. Decker Consulting, LLC and provides mar-
ket strategy and business management expertise to water and wastewater sector companies,
organizations, and utilities. Prior to becoming “the best boss he’s ever worked for”, Tom was a
vice-president and geographic area leader for Brown and Caldwell; a vice-president, regional
business group manager, and principal program manager for CH2M HILL; a vice-president and
business development director with the Parsons Corporation; and a partner and director of
marketing for the Infrastructure Business of Black & Veatch. He has served on the board of di-
rectors of the Water Environment Federation and the American Academy of Environmental En-
gineers and Scientists and is a past president of the Missouri Water Environment Association.

During his long and eventful engagement in the water and wastewater field, he has led world-
wide and national business development operations; directed numerous growth initiatives in-
cluding geographic expansions as well as mergers and acquisitions; orchestrated direct sales efforts for engineering and
construction projects; developed strategic plans for business units, departments, and service lines; managed business
unit operations; facilitated planning efforts for water and wastewater utilities; served as program manager for large capi-
tal improvement programs; and even operated wastewater treatment plants. Because of his expansive background, he
has a hands-on, comprehensive grasp of the business of water. He frequently addresses a variety of trade and profes-
sional groups on the issues and trends impacting the water and wastewater marketplace. He is a registered professional
engineer in multiple states and is a Board-Certified Environmental Engineer by the American Academy of Environmental
Engineers and Scientists.
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David A. Goldwater, Senior Vice President, Public Policy, Stantec

David Goldwater is recognized as an industry leader with successful experience in various as-
pects of the U.S. infrastructure supply chain, bringing over 25 years of experience in the infra-
structure consulting, construction, and technology industries, as well as government relations,
regulatory affairs, environmental policy, and consumer advocacy.

Currently Mr. Goldwater is a Senior Vice President at Stantec, a global engineering and architec-
ture firm, where he leads the North American Public Policy team. Prior to this role David served
as the Director of External Relations for North America and the Director of Business Develop-
ment & Strategy for the firm’s Water Business in the 24-state Northeast, Midwest & Great Lakes
regions, bearing responsibility for business development planning and performance. In addition,
Mr. Goldwater serves as Stantec liaison for the National Association of Clean Water Agencies
(NACWA), the U.S. Water Alliance, the Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies (AMWA), the
Great Lakes & St. Lawrence Cities Initiative, the Mississippi River Cites & Towns Initiative, the National League of Cities,
and the U.S. Conference of Mayors. Mr. Goldwater’s talents have been recognized through the award of several industry
leadership positions, including the Management Committee, Value of Water Coalition, Affiliate Advisory Council, National
Association of Clean Water Agencies, Co-Chair - Business Council, US Conference of Mayors, and Advisory Board, Great
Lakes & St. Lawrence Cities Initiative.

Barry L|ner PhD., PE, Principal, Aldera LLC, Senior Advisor to The Water Council

Barry Liner Ph.D, PE, principal of Aldera and former Chief Technology Officer of The Water Environ-
ment Federation and The Water Council. He has 30 years of experience driving sustainability, inno-
vation, and IT initiatives for private sector, non-profit, and academic organizations including The
World Bank and Black & Veatch. Dr. Liner is also a Certified CMMI Lead Appraiser for software and
systems engineering applications.

Matthew Michaels, Esq., Partner, Barnes & Thornburg LLP

Matt Michaels is a partner in the Washington, DC offices of Barnes & Thornburg. helps government
contractors navigate the complex regulatory, compliance, and business challenges involved in doing
business with the federal government. He represents clients across many industries, including aer-
ospace, construction, manufacturing, information technology, and space exploration - providing
strategic counsel on bid protests, prime/subcontractor disputes, federal investigations, regulatory
compliance and transactional due diligence.

Matt advocates for both protesters and awardees before the U.S. Government Accountability Office
(GAQ), the Court of Federal Claims, procuring agencies, and the Small Business Administration Of-
fice of Hearings and Appeals. He also defends individuals and companies facing Procurement Integ-
rity Act allegations and federal investigations involving the False Claims Act, helping clients mitigate
risk and navigate high-stakes government enforcement actions.

Recently, Matt helped a space launch services company challenge a $4.5 billion dollar Air Force solicitation, leading to correc-
tive action and a revised evaluation scheme. He also secured a favorable outcome for a large defense contractor in the protest
of a $300 million contract award, where the GAO recommended corrective action and awarded attorney’s fees to the protester.
With in-house counsel experience at government contracting firms in the information technology and space launch sections,
Matt brings a practical, business-oriented approach to legal challenges. He advises clients on Buy America requirements, joint
ventures, teaming arrangements, data rights, and small-business size affiliation rules, helping them maximize contracting op-
portunities while ensuring regulatory compliance. His experience spans small business procurements to multibillion dollar ac-
quisitions, equipping clients with the insight and legal strategies needed to protect their interests and secure government con-
tracts. Matt earned his J.D. from George Washington University Law School and his B.A. from Skidmore College.
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