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Frederic P. Andes, Partner, Barnes & Thornburg LLP 

Fred Andes is a partner in the Chicago and Washington, DC offices of Barnes & Thorn-

burg LLP.  He is the leader of the firm's Water Team.  He advises trade associations, 

municipalities, and industries on TMDLs, water quality standards, discharge permits, 

and other water quality regulatory, compliance and enforcement matters on the state 

and federal levels.  He is the coordinator of the Federal Water Quality Coalition, which is 

a broad-based group of regulated parties that participates in EPA rulemakings con-

cerning Clean Water Act programs.  Also, he helps manage the activities of the PFAS 

Regulatory Coalition. 

 

Mr. Andes graduated cum laude from Harvard Law School in 1980, and obtained his un-

dergraduate degree from Northwestern University in 1977. Mr. Andes is a member of the 

Illinois State, District of Columbia, and American Bar Associations. He is admitted to 

practice in the state of Illinois, the District of Columbia, the U.S. District Courts for the Northern District of Illi-

nois, the Northern District of Indiana, and the District of Columbia, and the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the First, 

Second, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh, and D.C. Circuits. 

 
 
Matt Corbo, Director of Sales, Harold Beck & Sons 

Matt Corbo serves as the Director of Sales at Harold Beck & Sons, a premier US-

based manufacturer of electric actuators headquartered in Newtown, PA.  With 

decades of experience in the water treatment industry, he has held key commercial 

roles spanning from field engineering through executive leadership at prominent 

companies including Nalco, GE Water, CECO Environmental, and ChemTreat (a Dan-

aher company).  Matt is a firm believer that sustainable, profitable growth stems 

from solving critical customer challenges while developing high-performing teams 

of recognized leaders empowered to deliver results.  Dedicated to staying ahead of 

industry trends, he actively engages in topics such as sustainability, regulatory 

compliance, and emerging contaminants.  Outside of work, Matt enjoys spending 

quality time with his family, as well as pursuing his interests in music and sports. 

 
 

Leslie Corcelli, U.S. EPA Office of Ground Water and Drinking Water 
Leslie Corcelli is a Physical Scientist for the Office of Groundwater and Drinking Wa-

ter at the U.S. EPA. She joined the EPA in 2015 after a 20+ year career in the private 

sector. Leslie works in the Water Infrastructure Technical Support Branch and plays 

a crucial role in implementing the American Iron and Steel (AIS) Requirement and 

Build America, Buy America Act (BABA) for federal infrastructure projects. Her dedi-

cation to safeguarding our water resources contributes significantly to public health 

and environmental well-being. Leslie earned a Bachelor of Science in Environmental 

Studies from the University of Central Florida and a Master of Science in Environ-

mental Science and Policy from the John Hopkins University. 
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Deirdre Finn, President, Finn Strategies, LLC 

Deirdre Finn, President, Finn Strategies, LLC, is a passionate advocate for water. Her career in envi-
ronmental advocacy began in public service at the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, 
where she worked on a range of issues including restoration of America’s Everglades, protection of 
wildlife habitats, and passage of the state’s landmark Environmental Litigation Reform Act. Her ex-
pertise, experience and work ethic led then-Governor Jeb Bush to tap her as Deputy Chief of Staff for 
environmental protection, growth management, emergency management and transportation. She al-
so oversaw speechwriting.  
 

After public service, Deirdre launched a successful consulting business where she continues to ad-
vocate for policies that improve the quality life and economic opportunity for Americans, most re-
cently serving as Executive Director for the Council of Infrastructure Financing Authorities (CIFA) 
from 2018–2024. She is widely considered an expert in the Clean Water and Drinking Water State Re-
volving Funds (SRFs), state-run subsidized loan programs that finance infrastructure that provides 
safe drinking water, recycled water, wastewater services and stormwater management. Deirdre is 
the author of the blog Finnsights, where she offers insights into water-related policy and current 

events with a focus on the SRFs.  
 

Daniel La Bella, Environmental Engineer, US EPA Office of Ground Water and Drinking Water 
Daniel La Bella is an Environmental Engineer for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Office 

of Ground Water and Drinking Water. He works on the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund’s Do-

mestic Preference Team, assisting with the implementation of the American Iron and Steel (AIS) and 

Build America, Buy America (BABA) requirements.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Matthew Michaels, Esq., Partner, Barnes & Thornburg LLP 

Matt Michaels is a partner in the Washington, DC offices of Barnes & Thornburg. helps government 
contractors navigate the complex regulatory, compliance, and business challenges involved in do-
ing business with the federal government. He represents clients across many industries, including 
aerospace, construction, manufacturing, information technology, and space exploration – providing 
strategic counsel on bid protests, prime/subcontractor disputes, federal investigations, regulatory 
compliance and transactional due diligence. Matt advocates for both protesters and awardees be-
fore the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO), the Court of Federal Claims, procuring agen-
cies, and the Small Business Administration Office of Hearings and Appeals. He also defends indi-
viduals and companies facing Procurement Integrity Act allegations and federal investigations in-
volving the False Claims Act, helping clients mitigate risk and navigate high-stakes government 
enforcement actions. 

 

Recently, Matt helped a space launch services company challenge a $4.5 billion dollar Air Force solicitation, leading to cor-
rective action and a revised evaluation scheme. He also secured a favorable outcome for a large defense contractor in the 
protest of a $300 million contract award, where the GAO recommended corrective action and awarded attorney ’s fees to the 
protester. With in-house counsel experience at government contracting firms in the information technology and space 
launch sections, Matt brings a practical, business-oriented approach to legal challenges. He advises clients on Buy America 
requirements, joint ventures, teaming arrangements, data rights, and small-business size affiliation rules, helping them 
maximize contracting opportunities while ensuring regulatory compliance. His experience spans small business procure-
ments to multibillion dollar acquisitions, equipping clients with the insight and legal strategies needed to protect their inter-
ests and secure government contracts. Matt earned his J.D. from George Washington University Law School and his B.A. 
from Skidmore College. 
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Zack Perconti, Director of Government Affairs, Council of Infrastructure Financing Authorities (CIFA); 
Vice President of Government Affairs, Summit Strategies 

Zack Perconti Zack Perconti is a recognized expert in water and utility infrastructure 
policy, with more than a decade of experience shaping federal funding and regulatory 
priorities. Since May 2025, he has served as the Director of Government Affairs for the 
Council of Infrastructure Financing Authorities (CIFA).  Zack is also a Vice President of 
Government Affairs at Summit Strategies, where he leads advocacy for national trade 
associations and public-sector clients. There, he drives strategic initiatives to secure 
critical investment in water and utility infrastructure programs, including the EPA State 
Revolving Funds and the Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act program.  

Over the course of his career, Zack has earned a reputation as a trusted advisor who 
consistently delivers results. He has guided multiple associations through successful 
advocacy campaigns, including large-scale congressional fly-ins and targeted engage-
ment with key lawmakers and agency officials. A frequent speaker at national industry 
conferences, Zack brings thought leadership and pragmatic insights to the challenges 
facing the nation’s water and utility sectors. 

Zack began his career as a legislative assistant at a national trade association, and with-
in a few years quickly rose to become Vice President of Government Affairs, directing its advocacy program. He continues to 
lead government affairs programs for national associations, managing comprehensive federal advocacy efforts and shaping 
policy in areas such as workforce development, environmental regulation, and infrastructure financing. Before joining Sum-
mit Strategies, Zack co-founded and grew a government affairs firm focused on infrastructure and utility clients, where he 
developed and executed high-impact legislative and regulatory strategies. Zack holds a Masters of Public Policy from 
George Mason University and a bachelor’s degree from the College of William & Mary. A lifelong resident of the Washington, 
DC area, he lives in Arlington, Virginia with his wife, Ariela, and their dog, Sadie. 

 

 
 

Kristin Ratajczak, US EPA Office Wastewater Management 
Kristin Ratajczak leads the Clean Water State Revolving Fund domestic preference team at EPA 
HQ, focusing her time on the implementation of American Iron and Steel and Build America, Buy 
America requirements. Her tenure at EPA began at the regional office in Denver where she in-
spected wastewater treatment and industrial facilities. Prior to joining EPA, Kristin served at the 
municipal level by implementing industrial pretreatment programs and conducting lab work for 
wastewater utilities. Kristin has a Bachelor of Science degree in Environmental Science.  
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